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A very first introduction to Buddhist philosophy. The course will overview the connections 
among Buddhist epistemology, metaphysics and ethics, comparing them where helpful to 
doctrines familiar from Western philosophy (e.g., in the pre-Socratics and Early Modern 
Empiricists). Discussion will range across the sutras (tracing to the Buddha’s own teachings), the 
middle period Abhidharma schools, and the later Mahayana teachings. We will discuss how each 
of epistemology, metaphysics and ethics, across the three periods, connect to Buddhist 
soteriology (salvation from suffering), but the course will address Buddhism as philosophy, 
rather than as 
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Students wishing to audit the course should consult with the instructor prior to or during the first 
week of classes.  
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Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, 
specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


